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• I want to share with you resources that will 

help you find money to pay for a college 

education.  The goal is to maximize your 

scholarship money and minimize your 

college debt.

• This is the “more is less” edition. I will be 

presenting what I think are the most reliable 

sites and methods to find scholarships and 

internships.
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Before we get started

• On the back of your sheet, write down up to 

5 activities or things you feel passionate 

about (or where you lose sense of time).

• List 5 problems in society or the world that 

bother you.

• See what organizations or causes you can 

join that wed your passions, concerns, or 

both.
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Do Not Go Into Too Much Debt 

College Tool 

• Using this tool that I created, explore 

careers that will pay you enough, so that 

you want spend your days paying off 

student debt.

• We will explore how to use this tool.
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Tip #1

•Use the Internet to 

Assist You in 

Researching and 

Planning For College

 

Planning Guides: High School and Beyond 

 

http://www.collegefortn.org/ 

In Tennessee, a web site that is sponsored by Tennessee.gov walks high 

school students through the process of researching and planning to attend 

college, including the ability to fill out applications for Tennessee colleges 

online. 

 

http://www2.ed.gov/students/prep/college/edpicks.jhtml 

Ed.gov recommends three resources, including College.gov, Career Colleges 

and Technical Schools, and Accreditation and Avoiding Diploma Mills. 

 

Other web sites that can assist you in planning for college:  

http://mappingyourfuture.org/ 

https://www.mycollegeoptions.org/ 

 

http://www.collegefortn.org/
http://www2.ed.gov/students/prep/college/edpicks.jhtml
http://mappingyourfuture.org/
https://www.mycollegeoptions.org/
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https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/make-a-plan 

Launched in 2012, this website is a collaboration between the College Board 
and the Education Conservancy. Here is an article about this interesting 

website: http://thechoice.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/03/26/college-board-
bigfuture-web-site/?_r=0 

 
http://youcango.collegeboard.org/ 

You Can Go contains stories of students who went to college but thought 
they couldn’t go. Their success stories can show there is a way to go. 
 

http://www.aarpworksearch.org/Tutorials/Pages/TutorialsResources.aspx 

This is the Job Seeker’s Online Guide to Success, compiled by the AARP—it’s 
never too early to start sharpening the skills you need to find work and to 

help you explore what you want to do. 
 

 

 

  

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/make-a-plan
http://thechoice.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/03/26/college-board-bigfuture-web-site/?_r=0
http://thechoice.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/03/26/college-board-bigfuture-web-site/?_r=0
http://youcango.collegeboard.org/
http://www.aarpworksearch.org/Tutorials/Pages/TutorialsResources.aspx
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Tip #2

• Pay attention to deadlines; apply early 

rather than the day of the deadline

• Check out deadlines for scholarships, the 

FAFSA, colleges of your choices, 

Tennessee Promise, internships, everything 

that matters to you

 

 

Tennessee Promise 

http://tennesseepromise.gov/index.shtml 

From webpage: “Beginning with the Class of 2015, students in Tennessee 
may apply for the Tennessee Promise scholarship, which will provide two 

years tuition-free education at a community college or technical school in 

Tennessee.” 
 

“Tennessee Promise is both a scholarship and mentoring program that will 
begin in the fall of 2015. It will provide students a last-dollar scholarship, 

meaning the scholarship will cover tuition and fees not covered by the Pell 
grant, the HOPE scholarship, or TSAA funds.” 

 
Notice the word, last-dollar scholarship. Nashville Public Radio recently 

reported that many of the Tennessee Promise students will not cost the state 
of Tennessee any money because Tennessee Promise only pays after all 

other federal funds have been expended.  
 

Many students who thought they couldn’t go to college can actually 
go to college, but never apply.  

 
Here are some deadlines for high school seniors who are applying for 2015-

2016 college year:  

http://tennesseepromise.gov/index.shtml
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Nov 1, 2014—Apply to the Tennessee Promise program 
 

Feb 15, 2015—File the FAFSA 
 

by Mar 1, 2015—attend the first mandatory meeting coordinated by 
partnering organization 

 
There are several deadlines which you must comply in order to receive the 

benefits of the program. 
 

Pay Attention to Deadlines for Each College You Wish to Attend 

 

Deadlines are very important when you are applying for college or 
scholarships. In your senior year, you will be very busy, but make time for 

those schools you want to attend and those scholarships you want to apply 
for.  

  
http://students.tnstate.edu/admissions/apply-admissions 

For example, the application deadline for the 2015-2016 school year at 

Tennessee State University is August 8, 2015, with all material received by 
August 21, 2015.  

Many schools set early decision deadlines in January or February of your 
senior year, with some as early as November or December. 

You also want to pay attention to Admissions requirements to the 

colleges and universities you wish to attend and plan accordingly 
during middle school and high school. 
 

 

http://www.tnstate.edu/financial_aid/scholarships.aspx 

Likewise, deadlines for scholarships often come earlier than expected. On 
Tennessee State University’s Scholarship and Financial Aid page, you will 

find many such deadlines. 

 

http://students.tnstate.edu/admissions/apply-admissions
http://www.tnstate.edu/financial_aid/scholarships.aspx
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The priority deadline for scholarships for incoming freshmen are 

very important, and many times you will need to find out what those 
all, so you can be considered for them. 

Many of these scholarships may require you to fill out the FAFSA; if so, 
even if you don’t have your income taxes done, you can fill out your 

FAFSA to meet the scholarship deadlines  and go back later to amend 

your FAFSA. 

Another deadline you will find on this page is the deadline for 2015-2016 

TSU Foundation Scholarships.  
 

Current TSU students can start applying February 1, 2015, and the deadline 

is March 1, 2015. Some of the Foundation scholarships required that 
the FAFSA be filled out, since the Foundation would use the FAFSA as 

a way to determine need. 
 

If a student waits to fill out his or her FAFSA in May 2015, he or she 
misses out on opportunities to get money to pay for school. Some of 

the Foundation scholarships required a 3.0 average while others 
required a 2.5 average. 

 
Paying attention to deadlines become very important, and you might want to 

get a calendar to put all the deadlines for various schools and scholarships 
on, so that you can keep track of them. 

 
Most scholarships and schools use the FAFSA to determine need, so 

it is important to fill one out. 

 
Another clue: TSU’s scholarship page has several links to outside 

scholarships.  
 

Every college and university has some mention or compiling of 
outside scholarships, so by going to different schools’ Financial Aid 

or Scholarship websites, you can find links to outside scholarships 
you may apply for. 

 
Also, if you type in scholarships into the search box at top of TSU’s webpage, 

you will find links to other scholarship pages, some by department and some 
by major. 

 
http://www.tnstate.edu/business/scholarships.aspx 

 

TSU College of Business Scholarships and Awards (some of these you have 
to be seniors in high school to apply for) 

http://www.tnstate.edu/business/scholarships.aspx


8 
 

 

http://www.tnstate.edu/Communications/scholarships.aspx 
 

TSU Scholarships for Communications Majors 
 

http://www.tnstate.edu/coe/scholarships.aspx 
 

Scholarships for Education Majors 
 

Here are just some of the scholarships I found from my search. 
 

 

 

  

http://www.tnstate.edu/Communications/scholarships.aspx
http://www.tnstate.edu/coe/scholarships.aspx
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Tip #3

• Use Reliable Resources to Help You 

Fill Out the FAFSA and

Compare Financial Aid Letters; Apply to 

More than One College to Increase 

Your Chances of Getting into the 

College of Your Choice

 

 

Government Websites and Publications 

1. http://www.FAFSA.ed.gov 

Students can go to Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) online 

and apply. If you apply online, the process is faster.  

 
Also, students and parents can receive assistance in completing the FAFSA 

online by calling 1-800-801-0576.  
 

Since this is a government website, .gov will be in the web address.  Any 
.com in the web address will charge you money and is a rip-off, and that 

.com is not associated with the federal government. 
 

2. https://studentaid.ed.gov/fafsa 
 

Here you can find resources on filling out the FAFSA, including  
Completing the FAFSA 2014-15. 

 
3. 

http://studentaid.ed.gov/PORTALSWebApp/students/english/publications.jsp 

Federal Student Aid Publications 

 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
https://studentaid.ed.gov/fafsa
http://studentaid.ed.gov/PORTALSWebApp/students/english/publications.jsp
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Several good publications are available in PDF format, informing students 

and parents on how to file the FAFSA, how to choose a college or career, 
how to avoid student loan scams, and what you should do if the college you 

attend closes. 
 

Of particular interest to those who have students in middle and junior high 
schools is a publication called My Future, My Way: How to Go, How to Pay—

A Workbook for Students in Middle and Junior High Schools. A revision of 
this popular workbook will be available soon.  

 
http://studentaid.ed.gov/sites/default/files/your-federal-student-loans.pdf 

 
The publication, Your Federal Student Loan: Learn the Basics and Manage 

Your Debt, that one of the Financial Aid officers I spoke with recommends to 
understand the basics about loans and financial aid. 

 

Other Publications and Information 

http://www.kiplinger.com/reports/paying-for-college/ 

Kiplingers Personal Finance Magazine is well respected, and you can lots of 

good information about paying for college on this section of its website 

https://www.edvisors.com/fafsa/book/direct/ 

Written by financial aid experts Mark Kantrowitz and David Levy, Filing the 

FAFSA Guide is noted as a great resource. 

A quote about the guide: “This is a wonderful tool. It provides clear 

explanations of who is to fill out what and why.” - Marcia Weston, Director of 

Operations, College Goal Sunday 

You will find this guidebook on a website that also recommends loans.  

Ignore that part, I would advise. 

 

College Goal Sunday (Jan and Feb every year) 

College Goal Sunday happens all over the country; you can bring your 

information in and get help from experts in filling out your FAFSA. 

 

http://www.tn.gov/CollegeGoalSunday/index.html 

http://studentaid.ed.gov/sites/default/files/your-federal-student-loans.pdf
http://www.kiplinger.com/reports/paying-for-college/
https://www.edvisors.com/fafsa/book/direct/
http://www.tn.gov/CollegeGoalSunday/index.html
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The materials you need to bring can be found on the College Goal Sunday 

for Tennessee website. 

 

http://www.tn.gov/CollegeGoalSunday/locations.html 

 

Every January or February of each year, College Goal Sunday occurs, so 

start checking this website around November or December of every year to 

find a list and dates for College Goal Sunday in Tennessee. 

 

Financial Aid Terms and FAFSA4Caster 

http://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/the-scholarship-

coach/2012/07/19/12-college-financial-aid-terms-defined 
 

An article detailing the 12 most common financial terms such as Expected 

Family Contribution (EFC), Cost of Attendance (COA), Scholarship, and Loan. 
 

http://studentaid.ed.gov/glossary 

 
More financial aid terms defined and what they mean in the FAFSA 

 
 

https://studentaid.ed.gov/fafsa/estimate 
 

This page tells you how to get to FAFSA4caster and how to use it.  
 

FAFSA4caster is a government tool that will help you estimate your college 
aid. If you know your Expected Family Contribution to colleges you wish to 

attend, you can plan to subsidize that with scholarships. 
 

From website: “FAFSA4caster will help you understand your options for 
paying for college. 

 

Provide some basic information and we'll estimate your eligibility for federal 
student aid. Your estimate will be shown in the "College Cost Worksheet" 

where you can also provide estimated amounts of other student aid and 
savings that can go towards your college education.” 

 
 

 

http://www.tn.gov/CollegeGoalSunday/locations.html
http://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/the-scholarship-coach/2012/07/19/12-college-financial-aid-terms-defined
http://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/the-scholarship-coach/2012/07/19/12-college-financial-aid-terms-defined
http://studentaid.ed.gov/glossary
https://studentaid.ed.gov/fafsa/estimate
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Resources to Help you Decode Financial Aid Letters 

 
http://www.takepart.com/ivorytower/financial-aid 

 
On this section of the Ivory Tower website, check out such helpful links as 

Decoding Financial Aid Letters, Federal Student Aid Glossary, and How to 
Choose the Right Student Loan for You. 

 
 

Financial Aid Letter Comparison 
 

http://www.finaid.org/calculators/awardletter.phtml 
 

How do you compare Financial Aid Letters from your prospective college. 
FinAid offers a tool to do so. 

 

Get more on this topic by googling, “comparing financial aid award letters.” 
 

 
Other articles about student loans and avoiding the trap 

 
 

http://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/student-loan-

ranger/2014/06/25/avoid-these-student-loan-challenges-for-community-
college-students 

 
Points out what student loan challenges hit community college students, but 

could also be applied to university students 
 

http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2012/07/03/duncan-urges-more-

students-apply-more-colleges 
 

An article that points out the importance of applying to more than one 
college; if you apply to more than one college, you can talk to colleges about 

what different aid packages you are being offered. By being accepted to 
more than one college (much like looking for a job), you become more 

attractive to each college. 
 

http://www.kiplinger.com/article/college/T053-C002-S001-avoid-the-
student-loan-debt-trap.html 

 
Avoiding the Student Loan Trap   

http://www.takepart.com/ivorytower/financial-aid
http://www.finaid.org/calculators/awardletter.phtml
http://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/student-loan-ranger/2014/06/25/avoid-these-student-loan-challenges-for-community-college-students
http://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/student-loan-ranger/2014/06/25/avoid-these-student-loan-challenges-for-community-college-students
http://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/student-loan-ranger/2014/06/25/avoid-these-student-loan-challenges-for-community-college-students
http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2012/07/03/duncan-urges-more-students-apply-more-colleges
http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2012/07/03/duncan-urges-more-students-apply-more-colleges
http://www.kiplinger.com/article/college/T053-C002-S001-avoid-the-student-loan-debt-trap.html
http://www.kiplinger.com/article/college/T053-C002-S001-avoid-the-student-loan-debt-trap.html
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Tip #4:

•Use Reliable Books to 

Help You 

in Your Search

 

 

Books by People who Created a System that got them $90,000 or more in 

Financial Aid 

I have listed these books in order of preference.  

Ragins, Marianne.  Winning Scholarships for College, 4th Edition: An Insider’s 
Guide, Holt, 2013. ISBN # 978-0-8050-9947-8.  Ragins received more than 

$400,000 in aid. http://www.scholarshipworkshop.com/ 
 

Tanabe, Gen & Kelly. The Ultimate Scholarship Book 2015: Billions of Dollars in 

 Scholarships, Grants and Prizes. Supercollege,2014. ISBN # 1617600458.   

Gen and Kelly Tanabe both received over $100,000 in funds to go to  
Harvard. http://www.supercollege.com/index.cfm 
 

Ellis, Kristina. Confessions of a Scholarship Winner: The Secrets That Helped Me 

Win $500,000 in Free Money for College- How You Can Too!, Worthy 
Publishing, 2013.  ISBN # 1617951579. Ellis received $500,000 in aid and 
went to Vanderbilt University for undergraduate and Belmont University for 

graduate school. She tells in her book that she got about $9,000 a semester 
for additional expenses from the aid she received. 

http://thecollegeninja.com/ 
 

Hewitt, Doug and Robin Hewitt. Free College Resource Book. Prufrock Press,   

2010. ISBN# 1-59363-381-5. Written by parents who put five children 
through college without debt. 

 

 

http://www.scholarshipworkshop.com/
http://www.supercollege.com/index.cfm
http://thecollegeninja.com/
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Kaplan, Ben. How to Go to College Almost For Free", 2nd ed. Collins, 
2001. ISBN #0-06-093765-3. You want the 2nd edition of this book. Kaplan   

received more than $90,000 to go to Harvard. 
http://www.cityofcollegedreams.org/ 

 
 

I have included the websites for each of these authors. You might discover 

other scholarship information and other resources you find helpful.  Many of 
these people have workshops. Some are more reasonable than others. 

Before I put my money down on anything, I consider how much I actually 

have to spend and whether I’m ready to put that information to use.  If I am 
going to spend $400 on a program, for example, I would first consider, “Can 

I afford it?” and “Will I put this information to use in the next 4 weeks?”  
 

Internet Ebooks 

http://amzn.to/Fullridescholarshipbook 

Full Ride to College: How to Win Scholarships and Get Admitted to the College of 

Your Dreams, Andrew F. Knight, 2008. He received over 1.385 million in 
scholarships and fellowships. $1.00 Kindle edition. If you don’t have a Kindle 

(like me), you can download a reader for your PC and read Kindle books on 
your PC. 

 

Other Books You Might Find Informative 

Bissonnette, Zac. Debt-Free U: How I Paid for an Outstanding College Education  

Without Loans, Scholarships, or Mooching off My Parents. Portfolio Penguin, 
2010. ISBN # 978-1-59184-298-9. I like this book. The introduction is titled, 

“The Four People You Meet when You Apply to College, and the Lies they Tell 
You.” 

 

Kantrowitz, Mark.  FastWeb College Gold: The Step-by-Step Guide to Paying 
 for College.  Collins, 2006. ISBN#: 978-0061129582. 

 
Scheer, Marc. No Sucker Left Behind: Avoiding the Great College Rip-Off, Common 

Courage Press, 2008.  ISBN # 978-1567513783. Very good book that you 

can check out from the library. 
 

Either these editions or later editions of these books are available from the 

Nashville Public Library. 

http://www.cityofcollegedreams.org/
http://amzn.to/Fullridescholarshipbook
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Tip #5:

•Make Sure Colleges 

and Programs 

Are Accredited

 

 

The Six Accrediting Organizations: Make sure your  

School is Accredited 
 

If your college or school is not accredited by one of these agencies, you will 
need to do due diligence to make sure you are not getting ripped off. 

Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools 

New England Association of Schools and Colleges 

North Central Association of Colleges and Schools 

Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities 

Southern Association of Colleges and Schools 

Western Association of Schools and Colleges. 

Your college should be recognized by one of the major six college accrediting 

agencies; if not, you must do your own due diligence and investigate the 
school. The likelihood is the school may be worthless. 

According to Marc Scheer, “The most-respected college accrediting 

organizations are the six ‘regional’ organizations, which include: the 
Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools; the New England 

Association of Schools and Colleges; the North Central Association of 
Colleges and Schools; the Northwest Commission on Colleges and 
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Universities; the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools; and 

the Western Association of Schools and Colleges. Colleges that are 
not accredited by these agencies may be wasteful for students to 

attend, because employers and graduate schools may not value their 
classes or degrees. Students should also make sure that any school 

they are considering has a phone number and mailing address, and 
has a website address that ends in ‘.edu.’” 

Marc Sheer also mentions in his book, No Sucker Left Behind, that you can 

go to http://www.geteducated.com/, click on Diploma Mill Police, and you 
can find out if the online degree program you are thinking of applying to is a 

“diploma mill.”  If the school is not listed, you can submit a custom query 
and see if that particular online school is a diploma mill. 

 

For-Profit Schools and Reality 

Proprietary schools are educational institutions that are for-profit businesses. Not 

all proprietary schools are bad, so you must investigate this issue yourself. Much 

depends on what you wish to accomplish with your degree.  

Not all education is created equal. Be aware of accreditation; for a discussion 

of accreditation in the United States, click here:  
http://www.ed.gov/admins/finaid/accred/index.html 

 

Make sure your degree is worth something.  You must explore and make 
sure that the college and/or program you are applying for is properly 

accredited.    

Use the “Reality Test”—ask several people who are currently doing what you 
want to do what they think of the school or program.  Also ask future 

employers what they think of the school or program.  This way you can get a 
general understanding of how the school or program is perceived. 

Late night television is filled with commercials about changing your life by 

going to this or that college. Research the college. Steve Kroft reported on 
Sixty Minutes that for-profit colleges may promise great jobs and salaries 

after graduation, but students may end up being burned:  
 

http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2005/01/31/60minutes/main670479.shtml  
 

http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-31727_162-20068489-10391695.html 

http://www.geteducated.com/
http://www.ed.gov/admins/finaid/accred/index.html
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2005/01/31/60minutes/main670479.shtml
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-31727_162-20068489-10391695.html
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The problem doesn’t seem to be getting better. The above link from CBS 

News is from June 2, 2011, entitled, “For-profit college students learn hard 
lessons.” 

 

http://topics.bloomberg.com/bloomberg-investigation:-for--profit-colleges/ 

Bloomberg Investigates the $30 billion dollar a year industry. From website: 
“A series of Bloomberg News articles revealed that for-profit colleges have 

mushroomed into a $30-billion-a-year industry at taxpayer expense by 
targeting vulnerable populations -- disabled military and veterans, the 

homeless, immigrants and minorities -- with misleading promises of low 
costs, online academic help, and lucrative jobs after graduation.” 

 

Further Information about Accreditation 

 

Accreditation refers both to colleges, universities, and their programs. You 
should be aware of whether the college is accredited or not, but also the 

program you wish to study. 

The U.S. Department of Education maintains a database of Accredited 
Postsecondary Institutions and Programs. To see if the school you 

wish to attend or the program you want to major in is accredited, 
click on “Click here to begin your search”: http://ope.ed.gov/accreditation/ 

 
The U.S. Department of Education wants everyone to know that this is not 

the only database you should consult in researching accreditation and I 
agree.  

 

Texas: http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/index.cfm?objectid=EF4C3C3B-EB44-
4381-6673F760B3946FBB 

Maine: http://www.maine.gov/doe/highered/nonaccredited/index.html 

Several states have lists of unaccredited colleges, including colleges they do 
not accept as legitimate when considering people for employment. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_unaccredited_institutions_of_higher_ed

ucation 

Several of the links above I found at the above Wikipedia article, “List of 
Unaccredited Institutions of Higher Education.” 

http://ope.ed.gov/accreditation/
http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/index.cfm?objectid=EF4C3C3B-EB44-4381-6673F760B3946FBB
http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/index.cfm?objectid=EF4C3C3B-EB44-4381-6673F760B3946FBB
http://www.maine.gov/doe/highered/nonaccredited/index.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_unaccredited_institutions_of_higher_education
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_unaccredited_institutions_of_higher_education
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Since people can change a listing at Wikipedia without prior oversight, the 

articles themselves cannot be cited; however, the sources that back up 
legitimate research can lead you to valuable resources. 

 

Program of Study Accreditation 

http://www.chea.org/Directories/special.asp 

Discover if your program of study is accredited. The list above shows a list of 
agencies that accredit programs of study that are recognized by the Council 

for Higher Education Accreditation. 

 

http://www.chea.org/default.asp 

For more information about accreditation  

 

  

http://www.chea.org/Directories/special.asp
http://www.chea.org/default.asp
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Tip #6

•ACT Tips

 

Books to Study the ACT (updated April 6, 2013) 

 
http://amzn.to/12sPfKg 

 
I highly recommend The Real ACT Prep Guide, 3rd edition, which 

contains 5 actual ACT tests, authored by the makers of the ACT.  
 

http://amzn.to/1zEDroz 
 

Other books can also be checked out from the public library or bought at 
bookstores. The Princeton Review’s Cracking the ACT, 2015 Edition 

can give you several methods on studying for the ACT. One math professor 
told me his son and several of his friends read this book and followed it to 

the letter, raising their ACT scores. 
 

http://amzn.to/1yTJbYM 

 
Princeton Review’s 1,296 ACT Practice Questions, 3rd Edition is another 

good book to check out. 
 

Don’t take all these ACT tests at once. Instead, take them about every few 
weeks, especially after scheduling your own ACT Review study sessions. 

 
Also, to help you understand math concepts and science concepts, 

remember Khan Academy: http://www.khanacademy.org/ 
 

http://amzn.to/12sPfKg
http://amzn.to/1zEDroz
http://amzn.to/1yTJbYM
http://www.khanacademy.org/
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ACT Tests Online and Other ACT information 
 

http://tntel.tnsos.org 
 

Remember, if you go to the Tennessee Electronic Library, http://tntel.tnsos.org 
--you can take many practice ACT tests at no cost; find these under Highlights 
on the right side of the page under ACT Preparation Resources.  

 

http://tntel.tnsos.org/act.htm 

Here is the direct link to the ACT Preparation Resources. This is a great 

resource, including Sample ACT and SAT tests and free ACT Study books. 
However, you must prove you are a Tennessee resident.  
 

http://tntel.tnsos.org/act.htm 
 

College Preparation Resources 
 

If you click on Other Centers, and then LearningExpress Library, and then Adult 
Learners, you can access such ebooks as Grammar Essentials, 3rd edition 
and Grammar Success in 20 Minutes a Day, 2nd edition.  
 

http://actpreptsu.wordpress.com/ 

Direct blog entry: http://actpreptsu.wordpress.com/2013/06/19/handouts-

and-suggestions-on-how-to-study-for-the-act/ 

This blog entry includes an 8 page handout, “Suggestions for Studying the 
ACT 2011,” where I go further in suggesting on how to study for the ACT, 

writing, and grammar.  
 

The handout is from 2011, so some of the links are out of date. As I say in 
the blog entry, if you find a link out of date, you can email me at 

mjurner@tnstate.edu , telling me which link is out of date and I’ll try to find 
the up to date link. 
 

 

http://tntel.tnsos.org/
http://tntel.tnsos.org/act.htm
http://actpreptsu.wordpress.com/
http://actpreptsu.wordpress.com/2013/06/19/handouts-and-suggestions-on-how-to-study-for-the-act/
http://actpreptsu.wordpress.com/2013/06/19/handouts-and-suggestions-on-how-to-study-for-the-act/
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Tip #7

•Other Scholarship 

Sources and 

Scholarships

 

http://www.nassp.org/awards-and-recognition/nassp-national-advisory-list 

The National Association of Secondary School Principals maintains this list of 
approved contests and activities for high school students. The list will 

provide you with a secret weapon as you apply for and try to find money to 
go to college.  

 
http://scholarshipamerica.org/open_scholarships.php 

 
National scholarships managed by Scholarship America (some with 

deadlines in Feb or March)   
 

http://www.cfmt.org/request/scholarships/ 
 

Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee Scholarships, D: March 

15, 2015  
 

CFMT administers over 70 scholarships for the local Middle Tennessee 
community. Look at some of the following scholarships offered, especially at 

the Jerry Newson Scholarship, Drue Smith/Society of Professional Journalists 
Scholarship, Emmett H. Turner Scholarship, Teddy Wilburn Scholarship, The 

Woman’s Club of Nashville Scholarship, and John W. Work III Memorial 
Foundation Scholarship.  

 
Some of these are very specific, pertaining to what high school you went to, 

what county you resided, and what particular university you are attending.  
 

http://www.nassp.org/awards-and-recognition/nassp-national-advisory-list
http://scholarshipamerica.org/open_scholarships.php
http://www.cfmt.org/request/scholarships/
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http://www.cof.org/community-foundation-locator 

 
Community Foundations across America Locator  

Just as the CFMT administers scholarships for this local region, you can click 
on the link above, finding a community foundation near where you live and 

see what scholarships may be available that you knew nothing about.  
 

http://bryancollinsscholarship.org/AboutBACS.htm 
 

Bryan A. Collins Memorial Scholarship, D: Mar 1, 2015  
 

http://www.thesalliemaefund.org/financial-
aid/scholarships/search/default.aspx  

 
Various scholarship search strategies  

 

http://go.salliemae.com/scholarship/default.aspx?dtd_cell=SMBRSHWBSSOT
N010000  

 
SallieMae’s Scholarship Search  

 
http://hbcuconnect.com/scholarships/  

 
HBCU Scholarship/Grant Directory and Other information  

 
https://massmutual.scholarsapply.org/ 

 
Mass Mutual Scholarship Program, D: March 31, 2015 

 
 

http://www.dosomething.org/scholarships  

 
Do Something Scholarships (some deadlines in Feb and Mar)  

 
From website: “If you are 25 years old or younger and live in the US or 

Canada (or are a citizen of either country, but living abroad), you are eligible 
for all of our scholarships.” 

 
Google scholarship February 2015 or scholarships March 2015 (also 

put date or demographic information)  
 

Google your career or major, including the word scholarships or 
internships. 

  

http://www.cof.org/community-foundation-locator
http://bryancollinsscholarship.org/AboutBACS.htm
http://www.thesalliemaefund.org/financial-aid/scholarships/search/default.aspx
http://www.thesalliemaefund.org/financial-aid/scholarships/search/default.aspx
http://go.salliemae.com/scholarship/default.aspx?dtd_cell=SMBRSHWBSSOTN010000
http://go.salliemae.com/scholarship/default.aspx?dtd_cell=SMBRSHWBSSOTN010000
http://hbcuconnect.com/scholarships/
https://massmutual.scholarsapply.org/
http://www.dosomething.org/scholarships
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http://www.takepart.com/article/2014/06/13/college-savings 

5 Hacks to Help You Save Money for College—great article-worth 

reading, especially how if you plan to apply for the Gates Foundation 

Scholarship, you should start working on that in 9th grade in high 

school   

http://www.takepart.com/article/2014/06/13/college-savings
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Tip #8

• Check out other presentations I have done 

to increase your knowledge

 

 

https://tigerscholars.files.wordpress.com/2014/10/scholarship-

strategies_27_oct_2014_michael_turner.pdf 

How to Get a Piece of the 2.91 Billion Dollar Scholarship Pie (Oct 27, 2014)—

we will look at the Addendum here for other great scholarships 

 

https://tigerscholars.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/scholarship-

strategies_3_feb_2014.pdf 

Scholarship Strategies (Feb 3, 2014) 

 

https://tigerscholars.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/career_smorgasboard_tig

er_scholars_handout_24_aug_2013.pdf 

This is my August 24, 2013 from which this presentation was adapted and 

updated from. 

https://tigerscholars.files.wordpress.com/2014/10/scholarship-strategies_27_oct_2014_michael_turner.pdf
https://tigerscholars.files.wordpress.com/2014/10/scholarship-strategies_27_oct_2014_michael_turner.pdf
https://tigerscholars.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/scholarship-strategies_3_feb_2014.pdf
https://tigerscholars.files.wordpress.com/2014/02/scholarship-strategies_3_feb_2014.pdf
https://tigerscholars.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/career_smorgasboard_tiger_scholars_handout_24_aug_2013.pdf
https://tigerscholars.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/career_smorgasboard_tiger_scholars_handout_24_aug_2013.pdf
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Some things in the above presentation:  

Take all Tax Benefits, Examine Your Strengths and Interests to Help 

Determine What is Best for You, Explore and Identify Careers that will be 

Most in Demand, Visit the Library, Determine Which Colleges are Best for 

You, Use Government Information to Assist You, Avoid Scholarship 

Scams, and Learn about the Academic Common Market—Southern 

Regional Education Board (you want to investigate this if you are a 

Tennessee resident who wants in state tuition at about 16 other states in the 

country) 
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Tip #9:

Visit the Tiger Scholars 

Blog 

 

 

http://tigerscholars.wordpress.com/ 

 
You will find many scholarship opportunities as well as this presentation on 

the Tiger Scholars blog. This presentation is available as a PDF 
document, making it easy for you to save it to a flashdrive and also 

to click all the links.  

 

On the right hand side of the Tiger Scholars, you can easily sign up for an 

RSS feed or email subscription, so you will be alerted anytime the blog is 

updated. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tiger-Scholars/193794377324243 

Like us on Facebook. Help us help you find scholarships in whatever 

platform you like. 

Facebook lends itself to quick postings about scholarships, and Tiger 

Scholars will be utilizing this more as we go along. 

  

http://tigerscholars.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tiger-Scholars/193794377324243
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• If you need more information, you can 

check out the blog I maintain for TSU 

students at 

http://tigerscholars.wordpress.com 

• You can also send me questions at  

mjturner@tnstate.edu .  

Contact Information

 

This presentation will be found at http://tigerscholars.wordpress.com around 

Tuesday of next week. 

If you have any questions, you can email me at mjturner@tnstate.edu  
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Addendum

•Paying off student 

loans with public 

service 

 

Student Loan Forgiveness 

 
Certain student loans can be forgiven, depending on the type of loan 

and/or the place where you work. I first wrote this in 2010, but I 
have checked the links to make sure they work and are relevant 

today. 
 

At the end, I have included other links to educate yourself on this 
topic.  Make sure you check the information below More 2013 

Information to read the latest. 
 

I must warn you that I haven’t fully studied all of this information, and it’s 
very important to do due diligence in researching this topic. Verify, verify, 

verify, as financial columnist Zac Bissonette wrote in the 
introduction, “The Four People You Meet When You Apply to College, 

and the Lies They Tell,” to his book, Debt-Free U. 

 
I have been reading Lynnette Khalfani’s Zero Debt for College Grads: From 

Student Loans to Financial Freedom. 
 

Ms. Khalfani writes this about the Federal Student Loan Repayment Plan: 
“Under the Federal Student Loan Repayment Plan, the government allows 

any federal agency to repay your FFEL, direct, Perkins, or HEAL loans in 
order to attract or retain highly qualified workers in the federal government. 

Interestingly, each agency sets its own definition of highly qualified.” 
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She points out that the Office of Personnel Management (OPM) is the best 

source to learn about this program. 
 

Here I provide you with a direct link to the Student Loan Repayment 
Program Fact Sheet: http://www.opm.gov/oca/pay/studentloan/index.asp 

 
Office of Personnel Management: http://www.opm.gov/ 

 
Ms. Khalfani also tells where you can find a listing of “all federal departments 

and agencies in America”: 
http://www.usa.gov/Agencies/Federal/All_Agencies/index.shtml 

 
For a thorough discussion of this program and places that you can work, 

including independent agencies--such as AmeriCorps, CIA, or Export-Import 
Bank of the United States (ExIm)—or quasifederal agencies—such as Legal 

Services Corporation (LSC) or the Smithsonian Institution, I highly 

recommend you read the section of Ms. Khalfani’s book, “Repayment 
Assistance Programs Nobody Told You About” in Chapter 9, Eliminate 

Student Loans with Loopholes: Qualify for Loan Cancellation or Get Others to 
Pay. 

More 2015 information 

http://studentaid.ed.gov/repay-loans/forgiveness-cancellation/charts 

 
This federal government website lists distinctions between what type of 

loans can be forgiven and which cannot. 
 

You may find information about Repayment Plans, Teacher Loan 
Forgiveness, Public Service Loan Forgiveness, and Total and Permanent 

Disability Discharge. 
 

http://www.finaid.org/loans/forgiveness.phtml 
 

Finaid.org is well respected and has done a good job discussing Loan 
Forgiveness. 

 
http://www.finaid.org/loans/forgivenesstaxability.phtml 

 

This second Finaid.org article deals with the taxability of student loans if 
they are forgiven. (Many people do not know that if a debt is cancelled or 

forgiven, you might receive a 1099 form that lists the debt forgiven as 
income. Be aware of this issue before you settle any debts, and if you do 

make an agreement with anybody, then get that agreement in writing). 
 

http://www.opm.gov/oca/pay/studentloan/index.asp
http://www.opm.gov/
http://www.usa.gov/Agencies/Federal/All_Agencies/index.shtml
http://studentaid.ed.gov/repay-loans/forgiveness-cancellation/charts
http://www.finaid.org/loans/forgiveness.phtml
http://www.finaid.org/loans/forgivenesstaxability.phtml
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By the way, student loan debt still will be with anyone even if he or she 

declares bankruptcy.   
 

 
http://www.ecmc.org/details/loanForgiveness.html 

 
Here you can find several links that detail programs about Loan Forgiveness. 

I have not researched ECMC and have no opinion on the organization. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

http://www.ecmc.org/details/loanForgiveness.html

